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TOBACCO CONTROL

Advancing our vision of ending cancer as we know it, for
everyone, requires a comprehensive public policy agenda.



In 2025, the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) advocated in
support of numerous pieces of state legislation to promote beneficial policies that reduce
cancer incidence, increase survival rates, improve quality of life for cancer patients and
their families, and ultimately create a healthier California.

With nearly half of all Californians born today expected to receive a cancer diagnosis in
their lifetime, access to preventive care and cancer treatment continues to be critical.

As the California state capital, Sacramento is where elected officials from across the state
come to represent the needs of their constituents. State legislators are provided the
opportunity to cast their vote for legislation that determines the well-being of cancer
patients, survivors and Californians who may face a cancer diagnosis in the future. The
2025 legislative scorecard demonstrates the role each legislator played this year in
California's achievements and failures on cancer policy.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is the nonprofit,
nonpartisan advocacy affiliate of the American Cancer Society that supports policy and
legislative solutions designed to eliminate cancer as a major health problem.

ACS CAN ensures cancer patients, survivors and their families have a voice in public policy
matters at all levels of government. As the Society's advocacy affiliate, ACS CAN works to
encourage elected officials and candidates to make cancer a top national priority.

The annual scorecard is a tool we use to demonstrate the breadth of policy issues which
impact cancer prevention, detection, and treatment and to hold legislators accountable
for their votes that impact cancer patients.

Please review the Legislative Scorecard 2025 for an evaluation of policymakers’ records
and the progress that is being made in the cancer fight. To learn more about how you can
help California lead the way as a national public health leader, go to www.fightcancer.org.

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
2025 Legislative Scorecard

Please note: The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network does not endorse or oppose candidates
for elected office or political parties. This record of votes is strictly nonpartisan and is not meant to convey
support or opposition of any legislator. Because legislators often cast hundreds of votes in a year, there are
inherent limitations in attempting to evaluate a legislator solely based on a few selected votes. Other
important work includes unrecorded matters, such as performance on committees and constituent services.  
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What information does ACS CAN use to accredit votes?
The vote information used to create this scorecard was taken from the public vote record,
which can be found at https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/, the official site for California
legislative information. 

Which votes were counted?
Only the final floor vote is counted for each chamber of the Legislature, because this
represents the action taken by each legislator on the final version of the bill. 

Why are previous floor votes and committee votes not counted?
Focusing on the final floor vote provides a better representation of ACS CAN’s policy
priorities. As a bill moves through committees and between the chambers of the
legislature, it is often amended. The final floor vote reflects the legislator’s position on the
final version of the bill. 

How are votes represented in the scorecard?
The votes are scored by indicating either a check (√ ) for a vote in accordance with the ACS
CAN position, X (×) for a vote against the ACS CAN position, No Vote (NV) for no vote due to
absence or desire to abstain, or Not Applicable (N/A), which indicates the legislator was
not in office at the time of the vote or the vote did not make it to the floor for a final vote. 

How are Governor Gavin Newsom’s actions represented in the scorecard?
Actions the governor took in accordance with the ACS CAN position are marked with a
check (√ ). Actions that went against the ACS CAN position are marked with an X (×). 

How should an NV be interpreted?
No Vote (NV) counts as a negative vote for a legislator when the desired outcome is
passing the legislation and as a positive vote for a legislator when the desired outcome is
blocking the legislation. No accommodation was made for excused absences.

How should a N/A be interpreted?
Not Applicable (N/A) does not count against the legislator. Sometimes there are special
elections during the legislative session resulting in members not being in office at the time
the votes were taken.

Scorecard Methodology
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 √= vote in accordance with ACS CAN position          X = vote against ACS CAN position          NV = no vote          N/A = not in office 

Scorecard - SENATE

Gov. Gavin Newsom
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 √= vote in accordance with ACS CAN position          X = vote against ACS CAN position          NV = no vote          N/A = not in office 
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Scorecard - ASSEMBLY
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Scorecard - ASSEMBLY

 √= vote in accordance with ACS CAN position          X = vote against ACS CAN position          NV = no vote          N/A = not in office 



2025 Scorecard Legislation

AB 512 (Harabedian) 
Would shorten the timeframe for prior
authorization review. ACS CAN supported AB
512 because reducing delays in prior
authorization can help patients access
medically necessary care more quickly and
with fewer administrative barriers.

ACS CAN Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Governor vetoed

AB 1312 (Schiavo) 
Would help prevent medical debt from being
imposed on patients through unfair billing and
collection practices. ACS CAN supported AB
1312 because it would reduce financial harm
for patients facing serious illness and
treatment costs.

ACS CAN Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Signed into law

AB 688 (Gonzalez)
Would expand telehealth access statewide.
ACS CAN supported AB 688 because telehealth
can reduce access barriers and help patients
obtain timely care, particularly when
transportation, work, or geography make 
in-person care harder to reach.

ACS CAN Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Signed into law

ACCESS TO CARE AJR 3 (Schiavo)
Would call on Congress to protect Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid. ACS CAN
supported AJR 3 because preserving coverage
programs is directly tied to maintaining access
to cancer screening, treatment, and follow-up
care.

ACS CAN Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Signed into law
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RESEARCH

AB 703 (Lee)
Would establish the Childhood Cancer
Research Voluntary Tax Contribution Fund.
ACS CAN sponsored AB 703 because preserving
this tax checkoff helps sustain funding for
childhood cancer research.

ACS CAN Position: SPONSOR
Outcome: Signed into law

SB 717 (Richardson)

Would codify the California Cancer Registry’s
relationship with the state’s regional cancer
registries. ACS CAN supported SB 717 because
maintaining a strong cancer registry system
supports research, surveillance, and better
understanding of cancer trends and
disparities.

ACS CAN Position: SUPPORT
Outcome: Governor vetoed
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TOBACCO

AB 573 (Rogers)

Would increase the CDTFA tobacco retail
license fee. ACS CAN co-sponsored AB 573
because stronger tobacco retail licensing
enforcement helps reduce illegal sales and
supports tobacco control protections that
improve public health.

ACS CAN Position: CO-SPONSOR
Outcome: Signed into law

 

AB 957 (Ortega)

Would prohibit the sale of tobacco products in
pharmacies. ACS CAN co-sponsored AB 957
because pharmacies should promote health,
not sell tobacco products that increase cancer
risk.

ACS CAN Position: CO-SPONSOR
Outcome: Two-year bill
 



The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) makes cancer a top priority for
policymakers at every level of government. ACS CAN empowers volunteers across the country to make their
voices heard to influence evidence-based public policy change that improves the lives of people with
cancer and their families. We believe everyone should have a fair and just opportunity to prevent, find,
treat, and survive cancer. Since 2001, as the American Cancer Society’s nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy
affiliate, ACS CAN has successfully advocated for billions of dollars in cancer research funding, expanded
access to quality affordable health care, and advanced proven tobacco control measures. We’re more
determined than ever to stand together with our volunteers to end cancer as we know it, for everyone. Join
the fight by visiting www.fightcancer.org. 

American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network
655 15th Street NW Suite 503
Washington, DC 20005
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