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Support HB 78/Governor’s Executive Budget:  
Reduce the Toll of Medical Debt for Cancer Patients 
 

Medical debt impacts many people with cancer, their caregivers, and their families. ACS CAN has long fought for 
public policies – like access to comprehensive and affordable health insurance coverage – to reduce the 
likelihood or severity of that debt. Unfortunately, many people in the U.S. remain uninsured or underinsured and 
even those with comprehensive coverage still incur significant medical debt.i,ii People with cancer often bear 
significant health care costs because they can have substantial health care needs, are high utilizers of health 
care services, see many different providers, and sometimes require more expensive treatments. They also must 
pay many indirect costs, like transportation and lodging as well as lost wages due to unpaid time off or job loss, 
that add to their already heavy cost burden. No one should have to forego life-saving treatment in their battle 
against cancer due to lack of funds.  
 
In February 2022, ACS CAN asked people with cancer and survivors about their experiences with medical debt 
through a Survivor Views survey. The survey found that roughly half of cancer survivors surveyed carried medical 
debt related to their cancer treatment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other research also documents the negative effect medical debt has on people with cancer including housing 
concerns, strained relationships,iii and bankruptcyiv, and food insecurity. Delaying or forgoing care because of 
cost, which is more common among people with medical debt, is associated with increased mortality risk 
among cancer survivors.v  U.S. counties with higher levels of medical debt are also more likely to have 
significantly higher rates of cancer mortality.vi  
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Reduce the Impact of Medical Debt for Pennsylvanians 
Currently, about 1 million Pennsylvanians struggle with medical debt, with debt disproportionately impacting 
rural areas. Addressing and preventing medical debt in Pennsylvania is crucial to accomplishing ACS CAN’s 
mission of ending cancer as we know it for everyone.  

That is why we strongly support House Bill 78, which would establish a medical debt relief program in the 
Commonwealth and Governor Shapiro’s Executive Budget proposal to invest $4 million in state funds to address 
Pennsylvanians’ medical debt.   

What HB 78 would do:  
 Establish a medical debt relief program within the Pennsylvania Department of Health.  
 Designate a medical debt relief coordinator through a competitive bidding process.  
 Address the medical debt of eligible patients and residents—who can show they are unable to pay their 

medical debt, per hospital policies; who earn less than 400% of the federal poverty level; or who have 
debt greater than or equal to 5% of their household income.  

 Provide data to the legislature and public on the outcomes of the medical debt relief program through an 
annual report.  

What a Budget Investment would do:  
Governor Shapiro proposes to invest $4 million in state funds to provide medical debt relief to Pennsylvanians. 
These funds would allow a medical debt relief organization to purchase medical debt at a discount — potentially 
helping to alleviate nearly $400 million in medical debt for Pennsylvanians.  
 

Recommendation 
Medical debt can have a direct impact on one’s treatment as well as a patient’s willingness to seek future 
healthcare, which could lead to increased mortality risks. ACS CAN urges lawmakers to pass HB 78 and invest 
state funds to establish a Medical Debt Relief Program in the Commonwealth.  
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