
Cynthia.Au@cancer.org 808.460.6109

For more information please contact:
 Cynthia Au, ACS CAN Hawaii Government Relations Director

S U P P O R T E R S  O F  A C C E S S  T O  C O L O R E C T A L
S C R E E N I N G S  L E G I S L A T I O N :  H B  1 9 7 0  

Jenny Hausler - Pearl City, O’ahu

M y  h u s b a n d  m i g h t  b e  a l i v e  t o d a y  i f  w e  h a d
a c c e s s  t o  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n .  H e  w a s  a  s o n ,
b r o t h e r ,  u n c l e ,  h u s b a n d  a n d  f a t h e r  w h e n  h e
d i e d  o f  c o l o n  c a n c e r  a t  a g e  3 2 .  I  c a n ' t
o v e r s t a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g
s c r e e n e d  e a r l y .  M o n e y  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  a
b a r r i e r ,  w h i c h  i s  w h y  I ' m  u r g i n g  H a w a i ' i
l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  e x p a n d  a c c e s s  t o  c o l o r e c t a l
c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s .

Christel Pope - Makaweli, Kaua’i

W i t h o u t  a  r o u t i n e  r e m i n d e r  a n d  s c r e e n i n g ,
m y  t u m o r  w o u l d  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w
u n d e t e c t e d .  I f  I  w a i t e d ,  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n
w o r s e .  C o s t  s h o u l d  n e v e r  b e  a  b a r r i e r  t o
l i f e s a v i n g  p r e v e n t i v e  c a r e  l i k e  c o l o r e c t a l
c a n c e r  s c r e e n i n g .

Mark Vasconcellos - Aiea, O’ahu

H a v i n g  s u r v i v e d  b r e a s t  c a n c e r  a l r e a d y ,  I
k n o w  f i r s t h a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e a r l y
d e t e c t i o n .  I  w a s  s c r e e n e d  f o r  c o l o n  c a n c e r ,
a n d  m y  d o c t o r  d i s c o v e r e d  a  l a r g e  p o l y p
w h i c h  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e m o v e d  a n d  f o u n d  t o
b e  n o n - c a n c e r o u s .  I ' m  g r a t e f u l  i t  w a s  f o u n d
e a r l y .  I  h o p e  t h r o u g h  m y  s t o r y  a n d  o t h e r s ,
H a w a i ' i  l e g i s l a t o r s  s e e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
p r e v e n t i v e  c a r e .
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	Without a routine reminder and screening, my tumor would have continued to grow undetected. If I waited, it would have been worse. Cost should never be a barrier to lifesaving preventive care like colorectal cancer screening.

	Mark Vasconcellos - Aiea, O’ahu
	Having survived breast cancer already, I know firsthand the importance of early detection. I was screened for colon cancer, and my doctor discovered a large polyp which was eventually removed and found to be non-cancerous. I'm grateful it was found early. I hope through my story and others, Hawai'i legislators see the importance of preventive care.

	Christel Pope - Makaweli, Kaua’i
	My husband might be alive today if we had access to early detection. He was a son, brother, uncle, husband and father when he died of colon cancer at age 32. I can't overstate the importance of getting screened early. Money shouldn't be a barrier, which is why I'm urging Hawai'i legislators to expand access to colorectal cancer screenings for residents.
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