
2022 Multi-State Volunteer Summit

AZ, NM, NV, OR & WA



Before We Get Started
• Please keep your microphone muted.

• Use the chat for questions and comments 
throughout the Summit.

• Before we get started, we have allotted several 
breaks throughout our time together, however if 
you need to step away, please feel free to do so.

• Survivor Recognition!



Welcome

Marissa Brown, Senior Vice President, State & Local 
Advocacy



Roll Call!!

Latoschka Nether, GRM Nevada/Utah



Ice Break-Out

• Name

• How long you've been an ACS CAN volunteer

• Why you are passionate about 
fighting cancer

• A fun fact/or your favorite fact about your 
state.



How to ACS CAN

Volunteering 101

Melissa Norred, SLA Arizona

Kathy Ottele, SLA Oregon

Annalee Foster, Vice SLA Utah

• ACS CAN Volunteer Structure
• Demystifying Lights of Hope
• Ambassador Action Center



ACS CAN Volunteer Structure
Melissa Norred, SLA AZ



Demystifying Lights of Hope

Kathy Ottele, SLA Oregon



Ambassador Action Center

Annalee Foster, Vice SLA UT









Federal Advocacy Update

Stephanie Krenrich, Senior Director, Federal Advocacy



Federal Advocacy Update



Key Federal Campaigns for 2022

Access to Affordable, Quality Care
Expand equitable access to affordable, 

adequate health insurance coverage, cancer 
early detection and screening, and quality care

Health Equity
Woven throughout campaigns; Specific goals 

include increasing diverse clinical trial 
enrollment (DIVERSE Trials Act) and

laying groundwork for patient navigation 
campaign

Funding for Cancer Research & Prevention
Increased federal investment in NIH/NCI 

research and CDC cancer programs; work on 
tobacco control and cessation

Patient & Survivor Quality of Life
Establish national paid leave program for 

patients with serious illness & their caregivers;
Pass the Palliative Care and Hospice Education 

and Training Act (PCHETA)



Fiscal Year 2023 Appropriations Process Underway

ACS CAN FY23 asks: 

▪ NIH – TBD

▪ ARPA-H - TBD

▪ NCI - $7.76B ($853M increase)

▪ DCPC - $462.6M ($72.8M increase)

Cancer Moonshot
▪ Administration effort to cut the cancer death rate 50% over the next 25 years with a focus on 

prevention, screening & research​

▪ Not one bill - a framework demonstrating commitment to enact policy change to reduce the cancer 
burden

Cancer Research & Prevention



Reconciliation 
• Formerly known as “Build Back Better,” stalled in the Senate in late 2021

• ACS CAN is ramping up campaign activities this spring on our asks

• Priorities: 
▪ Permanent extension of enhanced ACA subsidies 
▪ A federal fix for the Medicaid Coverage Gap 
▪ Out of pocket cap on Medicare Part D, plus “smoothing” 

Medicare Multi-Cancer Early Detection Screening  
Coverage Act (MCED), HR 1946/S 1873

▪ Latest Cosponsors List: 194 in the House, 39 in the Senate (as of early May)

Access to Care



Diversifying Investigations Via Equitable Research Studies 
for Everyone (DIVERSE) Act
• 1 out of 5 cancer clinical trials will fail because of inadequate enrollment​

• Patients cite costs as one of the top reasons for not participating in clinical trials​

• DIVERSE Act would make it easier for all patients to participate in clinical trials by removing some 
cost barriers:​

• Allows participants to receive financial compensation for non-medical costs (like transportation or 
lodging) of trial participation;​

• Allows participants to be provided with technology for remote participation

Health Equity



Palliative Care and Hospice Education and Training Act 
(PCHETA)

▪ Patient Quality of Life Coalition (PQLC) Lobby Day on June 22

▪ Introduced week of May 16

Patient and Survivor Quality of Life



• Tobacco Case Proposed Settlement - Corrective 
Statements at Point of Sale (May 3)

• FDA Proposed Rules to Prohibit Menthol in Cigarettes 
and all Flavorings in Cigars (April 28)

Tobacco Control & Cessation



Federal Priorities
• Cancer Research Funding
• Access to Care
• Multicancer Early Detection Screening Coverage Act

Current Cosponsors in our Group
Sen. Jackie Rosen (Nevada)
Sen. Mark Kelly (Arizona)
Rep. Derek Kilmer (Washington)
Rep. Jamie Herrera-Beutler (Washington)
Rep. Marilyn Strickland (Washington)
Rep. Suzan DelBene (Washington
Rep. Earl Blumenauer (Oregon)
Rep. Kurt Schrader (Oregon)

Rep. Peter DeFazio (Oregon)
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (Oregon)



5 Minute Break



Prize Drawing

PRIZE PACK 2PRIZE PACK 1 PRIZE PACK 3



Health Equity & the ACS CAN Legislative 
Agenda

Trista Hargrove, Director, Media Advocacy - Health Equity

Gladys Arias, Principal, Health Equity Policy Analysis & Legislative Support



Lance Barbour

Director, State & Local 
Programs – Health Equity

Gladys Arias

Principal, Policy Analysis & 
Legislative Support –

Health Equity

Leslie Ferreira

Associate Director, 
Grassroots Alliances –

Health Equity

Trista Hargrove

Director, Media Advocacy –
Health Equity

ACS CAN Health Equity Team



Definition of Health Equity Through 
a Cancer Lens

Everyone has a fair and just opportunity to prevent, find, treat, and 
survive cancer. Where you live, should not determine if you live.

Equity is not the same as equality.
Equality is providing everyone with the 
same tools and resources. 

To achieve equity, individuals and 
populations with the greatest needs and 
least resources require different, not 
equal, effort and resources to improve 
their health.





Public Policy Change is Critical to Health Equity

Access to Care



Access to Care

Black patients have the highest 
death rate & shortest survival 
rate of any racial/ethnic group 

in the U.S.

Public Policy Change is Critical to Health Equity



Public Policy Change is Critical to Health Equity

30



Public Policy Change is Critical to Health Equity



Health Equity Priorities & Vision for 2022

• ACS CAN is a recognized leader on cancer health equity issues
Build and deepen relationships and strategic partnerships

Expand Spanish-language content and materials

• ACS CAN is a recognized national leader on health equity

Enhance existing and engage new partnerships

Identify and address social determinants of health

• ACS CAN launches health equity advocacy campaigns that reduce cancer disparities
Patient navigation, continuum of screening for communities of color, telemedicine, 
data collection, diverse trials, flavored tobacco bans

Create leadership pathways for diverse volunteers



Questions?



Thank You



How Words Matter

A Look At Our Unconscious Bias
Dr. Carol Coram -SLA Washington State

Radious Guess-USA Track & Field

Gigi Melichar- USA Tack & Field







































5 Minute Break



Prize Drawing

PRIZE PACK 2PRIZE PACK 1 PRIZE PACK 3



Funding the Cancer Fight
Molly Waite, Senior Development Manager –

Peer to Peer Fundraising



Why Fundraise for ACS CAN?

To Make the Fight 
Against Cancer a Top 

Priority

Work for access to care 
for all Americans 

Fully fund our nation’s 
research budget 

Prevent death from 
cancer

Support Issue 
Campaigns

Persuade lawmakers to 
support laws and 

policies proven to help 
people fight cancer 

Train our network of 
grassroots volunteers

to make them effective 
advocates to push our 

mission forward 





Group Fundraisers



Lights of Hope 
Across America

Displays across the country in 
August and September of 2022

Display in Washington D.C. 
September 13, 2022 



Lights of Hope and Sponsorships

• Sponsorships make up 21% of raised 
Lights of Hope dollars. 

• In 2020 we raised $40,000 in 
sponsorships and that grew to 
$128,000 in 2021

Visit www.fightcancer.org/lohresources for 
sponsorship information and all things 
Lights of Hope. 

http://www.fightcancer.org/lohrecources


Sponsorship Levels and Benefits
• $200 – Bronze Sponsor 

• $350 – Silver Sponsor 

• $500 – Gold Sponsor / Family Sponsor 

• $1,000 – Platinum Sponsor

• $2,500 - Diamond Sponsor (NEW)

• $5,000 - Champion Sponsor (NEW) 

• Lights of Hope bags that can be 
personalized

• Logo/name featured on lawn signs

• Recognition on ACS CAN State social 
media



Ambassador Action Center



Questions?



5 Minute Break



Prize Drawing

PRIZE PACK 2PRIZE PACK 1 PRIZE PACK 3



The Power of Storytelling
Tomica Smith, Senior Outreach Manager 

State & Local Campaigns



Overview

• Why Storytelling?

• Stories and ACS CAN

• Telling Your Own Story

• Different Versions for Different Audiences

• Next Steps in My Story Journey



Why Storytelling?
Your Story is Your Why!



Importance of stories

• Cut through the politics

• Humanize an issue

• Helps people imagine
themselves in that position



How we work with stories at
ACS CAN

• Advocacy

• Education

• Organizing



Story campaign example: Medicaid Covers US

• Public education projectabout 

the importance of Medicaid and 

need for Medicaid expansion for 

families, communities, the 

economy and the health care 

system.

• An opportunity to share stories

to help people understand what 

Medicaid is and why it is a vital 

program.



Video

https://vimeo.com/402566328

Password: SLA2020

https://vimeo.com/402566328


Telling Your Story.
• Your Introduction

• What Happened?

• What Helped?

• How You’re Different Today?

• What is the Need or Problem?

• What Will Help Others

• Your ASK!



Different Audiences.

• Your Story Can Always Help Someone!

• Share Your Story

– Legislators

– Family and Friends = Potential Volunteers

– The Media



Next Steps

• We Want to Hear Your Story!



Q&A and Call to Action
Audrey Miller , Sr. Grassroots Manager, Washington

Kathy Ottele, SLA Oregon



Call to Action
• Follow us on social media

• Like, comment, share, repeat

• Take action via action alerts

• Share your story

• Attend a State Recess Meeting with your member of Congress

• Register for Cancer Action Day 

• Sign up for Lights of Hope Across America or set up your personal 
CANRaiser



Community Events 



Virtual Events 



Follow us on Social!

@ACS_CAN_WA

@ACSCANNevada

@ACSCANUtah

@ACSCANAZ

@ACSCANnm

@ACSCANOregon

@acscannm@ACSCANWA

@acscannv

@Utahacscan

@ACSCANArizona

@ACSCANNM

@ACSCANOregon



Thank you!




