All Leads Call Notes
November 4, 7:30pm ET

1. Welcome, Patty Avery, NAT Co-Chair

2. Grassroots Campaigns Updates, Korinne Moore Berenson, Senior Director, Grassroots Campaigns
a. Highlights from LS&LD 
i. 719 total participants, including 467 volunteers and our new CEO, Shane Jacobson
ii. 144 volunteers identified themselves as Affinity Group members – that’s 31% of the volunteers in attendance
1. Shoutout to our emcees Olivia Mannion and Dr. Marina Watanabe
iii. This year we added a cancer research rally on Capitol Hill as part of our Tuesday activities
iv. We met with every single Senate office and 384 House offices
v. We had 122 Member-level meetings and met with 173 senior staff level leaders on the Hill. 
vi. MCED bill voted out of committee
vii. And we had one journalist follow us for the entire event, Noam Levy from KFF and NPR, who just last month aired his story on NPR Weekend Edition: https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/10/21/nx-s1-5576978/cancer-lobby-politics-patients-american-cancer-society-cancer-action-network
1. Mary Catherine Johnson & Lexy Mealing, NY Volunteers 
a. Lexy Mealing-this moment truly mattered, a story of unity and strength and a story of hope
b. Mary Catherine Johnson-So special to come together for one cause in such a divisive political climate, our work is so important to keep cancer a national priority for lawmakers
b. What’s new in campaigns/shut down news
i. Longest government shutdown in nation’s history, starting to hear about potential talks between senators
ii. As a nonpartisan organization we don’t want to be involved in the partisan divide
iii. Continuing to monitor and make plans for once the government does reopen for a path forward for our critical priorities
iv. We must keep the drumbeat going 
1. We’ve been showing up at community events like Making Strides for petition collection
2. Volunteers have been writing letters on how important MCED legislation is
3. Collecting stories to showcase the impact cancer has on every community: https://researchvoices.fightcancer.org/story/corinne/
a. From this site you can directly share on social media
b. Please take a look and share
c. Volunteers in Action: Cancer Votes, Greta Johnson, Associate Director, Grassroots Campaigns and Electoral Strategy
i. Cancer Votes is a nonpartisan electoral program that provides an opportunity for us to build relationships with candidates and get them on the record before they take office
ii. This year there was a big focus on the NJ gubernatorial race:
1. Team met with both candidates
2. Lots of bird dogging: showing up at candidate events and educating them about what ACS CAN does
3. Use of earned media
iii. Cancer votes Update from NJ, Barbara Shweky, NJ ACT Lead 
1. Team attended 12 events total and met both candidates
2. 3 Letters to the Editor published
3. Importance of being persistent 
3. Survivor Views, Sarah Long, Project Manager, Survey Administration and Analysis
a. For more info on the Survivor Views: https://www.fightcancer.org/survivor-views 
b. Survey our Survivor Views cohort 4-6 times a year on variety of topics related to our advocacy work
c. The most recent survey was recently released (open for 2 more weeks) so please share the survey with your networks: https://us2.mar.medallia.com/SurvivorViews20
d. You can answer survey without joining cohort or you can enroll to be a part of the research cohort and receive notifications of each survey as they come up
4. Affinity Group Updates, Zeke Aguilera, AL SLA , ACSí Se Puede Member
a. Affinity Row: Thank you for those who attended and/or encouraged others to attend!
i. Please check out our LS&LD 2025 Affinity Row Ally Activity for ideas and resources on how to show up as an ally
b. BVC Virtual Fireside Chat-VOICES of Black Women: Connecting Cancer Research, Care, and Advocacy
i. Thursday, Dec 4, 7:30-8:30 pm ET
ii. The panelists will provide an overview and the impact of VOICE
iii. Please register at fightcancer.org/bvcvoices
iv. Open to public, please share with your state teams and networks
5. Volunteer Engagement- Rachael Eerdmans, Associate Director, Volunteer Engagement 
a. 2026 Call Schedule: https://www.fightcancer.org/volunteer-call-schedule Please save the dates! Calendar invites will be sent the month before each call
b. Lights of Hope Updates
i. We are sunsetting the volunteer top 10 
1. We’ll be focusing on the Hall of Fame as well as other recognitions 
2. See attached talking points
ii. Please participate in our LOH survey by November 7 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025LOH
iii. We listened to your feedback, we have made LOH thank you cards available to order by your staff partner
c. Lights of Hope recognition slides-thank you so much!
i. Over 85,000 Lights of Hope
ii. Over $926,000 raised
iii. Photo album from displays across the country

6. Wrap up, Moderator 
a. Action Item Reminders: 
i. Support the Protect Cancer Cures campaign by sharing how research influenced your cancer journey, share here

ii. Unsure how research influenced your cancer journey? Check out this resource on the advances that have been made for different cancers

iii. Keep sharing the petition fightcancer.org/researchadvocacy

iv. Sign up for Cancer Votes 2026: https://act.fightcancer.org/a/yes-i-want-learn-more-about-cancer-votes-2026

v. Please share the opportunity to participate in ACS CAN's latest Survivor Views survey with your networks. Recommended text to share:

“Cancer patients' and survivors' views make a difference! Do you have five minutes to answer our anonymous survey about key issues? ACS CAN's Survivor View surveys are used to support our advocacy to end the burden of cancer for everyone. https://us2.mar.medallia.com/SurvivorViews20”

vi. Continue your allyship journey using resources the Volunteer Affinity Groups have created. Check out the LS&LD 2025 Affinity Row Ally Activity for ideas and resources. 

vii. Register for and promote the BVC’s Virtual Fireside Chat, VOICES of Black Women: Connecting Cancer Research, Care, and Advocacy
Thursday, December 4, 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm ET
Register today: fightcancer.org/bvcvoices 
Promotional materials 

viii. Save the date: 2026 Call Schedule: https://www.fightcancer.org/volunteer-call-schedule

ix. Complete LOH survey by Nov 7: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025LOH


7. Optional Deep Dive, Jennifer Hoque, Associate Principal, Policy - Access to Care
a. Looking Ahead to Medicaid Work Requirements

