All Leads Call Meeting Notes
October 6, 7:30pm ET
· August spotlight shout out:
· Stephanie Chapelliquen, New Jersey Vice SLA:
Stephanie brings a powerful combination of expertise, empathy, and lived experience to our New Jersey Team. Serving in both SLA and Vice SLA roles, she has uniquely bridged the gap between science and community as a cancer survivor, a dedicated cancer researcher, and highly trusted volunteer.
Our volunteers and staff rely on her knowledge, profound understanding, and the unique insights she brings to our campaigns and most especially to our team

1. Welcome, Patty Avery, NAT Member

2. Campaign Updates, Korinne Moore Berenson, Senior Director, Grassroots Campaigns
a. Protect Cancer Cures Campaign
i. Moving full steam ahead with our efforts to ensure the highest possible funding for cancer research & prevention programs
ii. House and Senate are in-district until Nov. 9
iii. While these members are home, please keep following up from lobby day meetings, submitting letters to the editor and sharing our message in your community. 
a. Continue to collect petitions, October is a great time to get out the message at fall festivals, community events, and of course Making Strides walks
b. Administration considering new policy that would create an added layer of review to all scientific grants, similar to a proposal that was released in early summer
i. ACS CAN once again expressed concerns as NIH funding should always be guided by science not politics
ii. Thank you to those who made calls to your Senators
iii. Our voice made a difference and for now, the Administration has not released the new policy
iv. Likely to come up again later in the year as final funding decisions are being made
v. Amplify our social posts:
a. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BpMXoBjqN/
b. Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/DdpBT9BoEdu/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&stkn=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
c. X: American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (@ACSCAN) on X
d. LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7511797707750035456
e. Threads: https://www.threads.com/share/F2WDWMo6-/
f. Bluesky:@acscan.bsky.social on Bluesky
c. Clinical Trial Modernization Act
i. Great feedback on report back forms from LS&LD, many offices interested in cosponsoring the bill
ii. Please follow up if you received a maybe, hoping to see hese numbers climb up through the end of the year
iii. We’ve created a new, quick training that focuses on the 4 main takeaways from the bill: https://share.articulate.com/j00xa6c0xuQLDve4uXoM6

3. Cancer Votes, Greta Johnson, Director, Grassroots Advocacy 
a. Thanks for all your incredible work and making a difference! 165 candidates have already signed, and we still have time for more. 
b. Cancer promise challenge: Ask your candidates to sign the Cancer Promise and earn your choice of a Cancer Votes hat or water bottle while supplies last! Take just a few minutes now to contact your candidates and encourage your fellow volunteers as well and help build momentum before Election Day. 
i. Step 1: Find your U.S. House candidates using our Candidate Lookup Tool. ***If you cannot find their email or social media, refer to their campaign website. 
ii. Step 2: Use the email template below to email your U.S. House candidates.
iii. Step 3: Use the social media template below to post on your social media accounts tagging your candidates campaign accounts.
iv. Step 4: Fill out the report back form to claim your Cancer Votes hat or water bottle.
v. Email Template: Subject: Request from a voter: Will you sign the Cancer Promise?  
Dear [Candidate Name],  
As a voter in your district and a Cancer Votes volunteer with the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN), I’m asking you to sign the Cancer Promise and commit to making cancer a priority if elected. Please add your name today at www.cancervotes.org/2026cancerpromise and join more than 160 candidates who have already made this commitment. As a constituent, it would mean a great deal to me to know that you are committed to making progress in the fight against cancer.

Gratefully,
[Your Name]
vi. Social Media Template: As a #CancerVotes ambassador, I’m urging [tag candidates] to sign the #CancerPromise, so voters know where they stand on the issues facing cancer patients, survivors and their loved ones. www.cancervotes.org/2026CancerPromise
c. Join us on Monday, October 12th at 8:00 p.m. ET / 5:00 p.m. PT for Election 2026: Get out the Cancer Vote to power our final push—securing more Cancer Promise commitments, mobilizing voters, and making cancer a top priority in the final month before Election Day! Register here for login information. 
d. Visit https://www.fightcancer.org/cancer-votes-volunteer-hub to find more resources like how to host a house party, perfect time for debate season
e. Make a plan to vote and make sure you and your network are registered.
i. Voting hub: https://www.fightcancer.org/everything-you-need-to-vote you can see what candidates have signed the Cancer Promise

4. Be a Catalyst, Mary Kemp, Director of Grassroots Organizing 
a. New in-person training opportunity for ACT Leads who have served for 1-6 years: Coleman-Montle ACT Leadership Catalyst
i. Immersive training building powerful community of fellow leaders, building skills to fully own Congressional district leadership
ii. Initial cohort will be 35 ACT Leads from all across the country, with diverse backgrounds
b. Visit https://fightcancer.org/catalyst for more information on the goals of the program and the application requirements
c. Initial training will be in Chicago from Feb. 5-7, with virtual calls monthly through December 2027

5. Affinity Group Updates, Caleb Mohr, YLC
a. Thank you to everyone who stopped by Affinity Row at LS&LD! We hope you were able to learn more about our Affinity Groups and be in community. 
b. YLC Book Club event for In His Own Time on October 27, 7:30pm ET.  YLC Book Club - October 2026   – Fill out form
i. Written by our very own volunteer, Kathy Lemoine
ii. You don’t have to read the whole book to participate
c. In case you missed it: the AAPI Volunteer Caucus co-hosted a panel discussion recently, moderated by volunteer Prairie Park, you can view the recording here: From Data to Action: Cancer Prevention, Research, and Equity in AANHPI Communities
d. Thank you to everyone who participated in our ACSí Se Puede Virtual Open House
e. If you are interested in requesting an AG member for your state team meeting, please let your SLA or staff partner know: Request AG Reps for State Team Meeting flyer
i. Some topics have included overview of AGs, allyship, creating inclusivity, information on VOICES study, engaging young adult advocates, and Hispanic Heritage month celebration

6. Volunteer Spotlight, Strong Start Program- Jennie Coston (MI), Lexy Mealing (NY), Emily Tier (NY)
a. Strong Start program/model started in MI as a way to engage newer volunteers and help them feel supported in our mission
b. NY has built a similar program to keep new volunteers connected, 30-60-90 onboarding approach
i. Currently have 7 volunteers on Strong Start committee
ii. Have welcomed 37 volunteers in program since January 2026
iii. Created a structured procedure for onboarding and engagement 
iv. Feel free to reach out to NY team if you would like to chat: EMILY.TIER@GMAIL.COM 

7. Volunteer Engagement - Rachael Eerdmans, Director, Grassroots Advocacy
a. Lights of Hope Deadline 
i. Thank you so much to everyone who participated!
ii. October 16 marks the end of LOH fundraising
iii. Please also send photos of at-home displays by Oct. 16
b. Fundraising recognition & celebrations 
i. Over 1 million as of today! Congratulations!
ii. Recognition slide deck

8. Wrap up, Patty Avery
a. Action items:
i. Join the YLC book Club for In His Own Time on October 27, 7:30pm ET.  YLC Book Club - October 2026   – Fill out form
ii. Check out the Recording: From Data to Action: Cancer Prevention, Research, and Equity in AANHPI Communities
iii. Put in your Request AG Reps for State Team Meeting flyer
iv. Lights of Hope Picture and final Monday deadline 11:59pm ET October 16
v. If interested, get your Catalyst Application in by Oct 23: https://fightcancer.org/catalyst
vi. Cancer promise challenge: Ask your candidates to sign the Cancer Promise and earn your choice of a Cancer Votes hat or water bottle while supplies last! Take just a few minutes now to contact your candidates and encourage your fellow volunteers as well and help build momentum before Election Day. 
a. Step 1: Find your U.S. House candidates using our Candidate Lookup Tool. ***If you cannot find their email or social media, refer to their campaign website.
b. Step 2: Use the email template below to email your U.S. House candidates.
c. Step 3: Use the social media template below to post on your social media accounts tagging your candidates campaign accounts.
d. Step 4: Fill out the report back form to claim your Cancer Votes hat or water bottle.
e. Email Template: Subject: Request from a voter: Will you sign the Cancer Promise?  
Dear [Candidate Name],  
As a voter in your district and a Cancer Votes volunteer with the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN), I’m asking you to sign the Cancer Promise and commit to making cancer a priority if elected. Please add your name today at www.cancervotes.org/2026cancerpromise and join more than 160 candidates who have already made this commitment. As a constituent, it would mean a great deal to me to know that you are committed to making progress in the fight against cancer.

Gratefully,
[Your Name]
f. Social Media Template: As a #CancerVotes ambassador, I’m urging [tag candidates] to sign the #CancerPromise, so voters know where they stand on the issues facing cancer patients, survivors and their loved ones. www.cancervotes.org/2026CancerPromise
vii. Join us on Monday, October 12th at 8:00 p.m. ET / 5:00 p.m. PT for Election 2026: Get out the Cancer Vote to power our final push—securing more Cancer Promise commitments, mobilizing voters, and making cancer a top priority in the final month before Election Day! Register here for login information. 
viii. Protect Cancer Cures: 
a. Keep the drumbeat going this October for the highest possible funding for cancer research & prevention programs, while also ensuring science not politics leads how grants are funded. Take action & share with your networks. 
b. Keep collecting petitions as you're out at community events, Making Strides events, and others! Your staff partner can help get your the right materials.
ix. Clinical Trials Modernization Act: 
a. Follow up from those LS&LD meetings, especially if you received a maybe from your lawmaker. We are actively monitoring the cosponsor lists and want to keep building through the end of the year. Work with your staff partner on the follow up, and let us know any new outcomes at ACS CAN Report Back Form
b. Keep learning more about CTMA and use that knowledge to educate others. A great new resource is available on the top 4 takeaways about what the bill will do can be found here: https://share.articulate.com/j00xa6c0xuQLDve4uXoM6

b. Next meeting: 
i. Cadence change- All Leads now every other month (was quarterly) 
i. All Leads- December 1

After-Meeting Presentation: Disparities Chart Book, Gladys Arias, Principal, Health Equity Analyses & Legislative Support
· For the Chartbook and more info: Cancer Disparities: An American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network Chartbook | American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
· Rural Areas | American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network


