
John Tramontin, SLA Emeritus 
volunteer

Patti Bossert, Director of Grassroots 
Organizing

ACT Lead Basics



• 6 months or less

• More than 6 months but less 
than one year

• More than one year
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Length of Service



Icebreaker

What excites 
you about 
being an 
ACT Lead?
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What is an ACT Lead?



ACT = Ambassador Constituent Team

• Ambassador = You represent ACS CAN to 
your elected officials

• Constituent = You vote in the elected 
official’s district. You are important to them

• Team = You are part of a larger group made 
up of other volunteer advocates, cancer 
patients & caregivers, who work to end 
cancer
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”Quote”

-Here
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ACS CAN Staff
- Partner with our volunteers to provide 
resources, guidance, support, training & 
information

State Lead Ambassador (SLA)
- Leads and mentors ACT Leads
- Recruits additional volunteers
- Develops partnerships and connections
- Key volunteer contact for US Senators in their 
state

Volunteer & Staff Roles
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ACT Lead
- You are 1 of 435 in the nation!
- Build/Lead your team
- Primary contact for your member of 
Congress

Legislative Ambassadors
- Participates in local advocacy activities, 
attends legislative meetings, assists with 
campaign activities, media and fundraising, 
and recruiting new team members

Volunteer & Staff Roles



Resources
Main volunteer website: fightcancer.org/volunteerhome
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Resources
 National monthly SLA calls are held on the 1st

Tuesday of every month at 7:30pm ET; National 
Quarterly all Lead calls (Nov 1)

 State volunteer calls (usually monthly), volunteer 
update emails

 Staff – Grassroots Manager, Government 
Relations Director, regional and national staff

 Mentoring opportunities – if you would like to be 
assigned a mentor, reach out to your Grassroots 
Manager 11



Ambassador Action Center

Quantifies the IMPACT our volunteers have, allows us to 
measure it and recognize achievements. 

• Impact lawmakers: How we work with and build 
relationships with lawmakers

• Build/lead our team: How we grow the organization

• Generating media: How we amplify our voices

• Connecting with partners:  How we build relationships 

with other organizations that share our objectives 

• Fundraising: How we pay for all of it
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(https://www.fightcancer.org/ambassador-action-center) 



Building & Leading your 
Team
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• Volunteer 
recruitment

• Communicate with 
and lead your team



Impacting Lawmakers
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• Campaign tactics
• Building relationships



I can’t 
wait to 
try this!
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Questions?


