
 
 
 

 

 
Approximately 110,000 New Yorkers are diagnosed with cancer each year 

Victory in the fight against cancer requires bold new public policies that promote cancer 
prevention, early detection of cancer, and expand access to quality, affordable health care.  
 
Cancer Screenings Save Lives 
All New Yorkers deserve to have access to a screening that could save their lives. The New York State 
Cancer Services Program provides uninsured and underinsured New Yorkers with access to 
mammograms and cervical cancer and colorectal cancer screenings.   
 
Recommendation:  

• Restore $25.3 million for evidence based Cancer Services.  
 
Help New Yorkers Kick the Tobacco Addiction 
Tobacco is a deadly addiction.  Despite New York’s success in decreasing overall smoking rates, 
smoking kills 28,200 New York State residents each year. 
 
Recommendations:  

• Increase the age for sale of tobacco products to 21. 
• Increase funding for the NYS Tobacco Control Program to $52 million. 
• Restrict the sale of flavored tobacco products. 
• Eliminate the use Tobacco coupons/discounts that undermine current state taxes. 
• Require all SUNY campuses to be tobacco free. 
• Enact smoke free multi-unit housing/disclosure of smoking policies. 
• Increase the tax on other tobacco products to provide parity with cigarettes. 
• Support policies to reduce tobacco retail and density including proximity to schools and 

pharmacies. 
 
Skin Cancer  
The use of indoor tanning devices has been directly linked to an increase in skin cancer.  It is 
estimated that over 400,000 skin cancer cases in the United States are attributed to indoor 
tanning each year.  Using a tanning device before the age of 35 increases the risk of melanoma 
by a staggering 59 percent. 
 
Recommendation: 

• Protect youth by prohibiting minors from using indoor tanning devices. 
 
Childhood Cancer  
Approximately 1000 children across the state are diagnosed with a type of cancer each year. 
For these children and their families, research provides hope for cures and improving their lives 
yet the state does not have funding dedicated specifically for childhood cancer research 
 
Recommendation: 

• Provide $5 million in dedicated funding for childhood cancer research and treatment 
efforts across the state, including appropriate resources to allow the state to administer 
and effectively utilize such funds.  
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Healthy Eating and Active Living  
Obesity, physical inactivity, and poor nutrition are major risk factors for cancer, second only to 
tobacco use. In New York, 8.9 million adults are considered overweight or obese, along with one-
third of children across the state.  
 
Recommendations:  

• Improve access to healthy foods in underserved communities across the state.    
• Support policies to promote physical activity and walkable communities. 
• Support policies to promote physical education in schools including compliance with 

current regulations. 
• Support policies to protect school nutrition guidelines. 
• Support policies to promote health eating in restaurants. 

 
 
Access to Treatment and Care 
Cancer is often a very expensive and complicated condition to treat, requiring a team of medical 
professionals working together to help a patient.  Access to appropriate medication, treatment 
and support services is essential for treatment and prevention. 
 
Recommendations: 

• Increase HPV vaccination rates by providing $500,000 for HPV provider education and 
community outreach. 

• Improving access to Palliative Care Services for cancer patients 
• Ensure patient access to medications is not hindered by movement of medications to a 

higher cost tier during a plan year.  
• Allow patients on multiple prescription medications to “synchronize” the date on which 

they get each prescription filled. 
 

 
 

For more information, contact:  
Julie Hart, New York Government Relations Director, ACS CAN   

Julie.Hart@cancer.org    
518.505.7833  

 
 

ACS CAN, the nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate of the American Cancer Society, supports evidence-based policy 
and legislative solutions designed to eliminate cancer as a major health problem. ACS CAN works to encourage elected 
officials and candidates to make cancer a top priority. ACS CAN gives ordinary people extraordinary power to fight 
cancer with the training and tools they need to make their voices heard. 
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