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2026 Arizona Legislative Priorities 
Lawmakers make many decisions that impact the lives of Arizonans impacted by cancer and their leadership is vital to defeating this disease. Victory in the fight against cancer requires bold public policies that promote cancer prevention, early detection of cancer, and expand access to quality, affordable health care. In 2026 the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) will work with the Arizona Legislature on legislative and regulatory efforts that provide affordable, adequate access to health insurance, ensure appropriations funding for lifesaving cancer screening programs, and enact proven prevention policies that help people who use tobacco products quit and deter kids from ever using tobacco products. We will be making the following fact-based policies a priority and ask for your support: 

Ensuring Access to Quality Care 
· Affordable, Adequate Health Insurance: ACS CAN will advocate for policies that ensure access to quality, affordable and comprehensive health insurance including AHCCCS and will support efforts to curb the availability of inadequate health plans.
· Medication Access: ACS CAN will advocate for legislation that ensures prior authorization and step therapy requirements for prescription drugs are clear, efficient, and patient-friendly while also allowing for exceptions when appropriate.  
· Testing Access: ACS CAN will ensure full implementation of the 2022 biomarker testing coverage law; and fight attempts to dismantle or materially alter the law.
· Breast Cancer Screening continuum: ACS CAN will advocate for women to receive no-cost follow-up imaging for those who have received an abnormal result on an initial screening.  Support SB1165.
· Non-Medical Switching: ACS CAN supports legislation to prohibit mid-year formulary changes for patients who are stable on their medications including changes to coverage or cost sharing during the plan year.)

Cancer Prevention and Early Detection 
· Breast and Cervical Cancer: ACS CAN will advocate to maintain funding of $1,369,400 for the Arizona Well Woman HealthCheck Program, the state breast and cervical cancer screening and treatment program for low-income uninsured and underinsured women administered by the Arizona Department of Health Services and AHCCCS.

Reducing the Toll of Tobacco 
Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States. ACS CAN supports a comprehensive approach to reducing tobacco use including increasing taxes on all tobacco products at parity, implementing comprehensive smoke-free laws, fully funding and sustaining fact-based statewide tobacco control programs and ensuring all people who use tobacco products have easy access to all treatments proven effective to help them quit. Additionally, ACS CAN supports efforts that allow local jurisdictions to establish fact-based tobacco control ordinances that are stronger than state law and we oppose preemption. 


Local Control
ACS CAN supports the authority of local governments to pass local policies that go beyond state laws to help families be healthy, safe and secure. Local policymaking allows innovation and creative problem solving that builds on local strengths and addresses local needs. ACS CAN works at the local, state and federal levels to ensure everyone has a fair and just opportunity to prevent, fight and survive cancer. ACS CAN will oppose legislation that restricts the freedom of local leaders to best serve your shared constituents. 



For more information, contact: Brian Hummell Government Relations Director ACS CAN  
Brian.Hummell@cancer.org Phone 602.319.8589   
Cristianne Scherrer Grassroots Manager
Cristianne.Scherrer.org Phone 602.463.9794

ACS CAN is making cancer a top priority for public officials and candidates at the federal, state, and local levels. ACS CAN empowers advocates across the country to make their voices heard and influence evidence-based public policy change as well as legislative and regulatory solutions that will reduce the cancer burden. As the American Cancer Society’s nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate, ACS CAN is critical to the fight for a world without cancer. For more information, please visit www.fightcancer.org.  
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