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2026 Legislative Priorities Cheat Sheet
SB 1309- Lung Cancer Screening- Sponsor 
Expanding Access to Life-Saving Lung Cancer Screening
Lung Cancer Remains the Leading Cause of Cancer Death
• Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in both California and the United States.
• Each year thousands of Californians are diagnosed with lung cancer, often at later stages when the disease is harder to treat.
• When lung cancer is detected early, the five-year survival rate is significantly higher.
Screening Saves Lives but Barriers Still Exist
• Screening with low-dose CT (LDCT) scans has been proven to reduce lung cancer deaths by detecting cancer earlier.
• Cost-sharing and utilization management requirements can create barriers that prevent people from getting screened.
• When individuals delay or skip screening due to cost, cancers are more likely to be diagnosed at a later and more deadly stage.
How SB 1309 Will Help
• SB 1309 ensures that high-risk individuals can access recommended lung cancer screening without cost-sharing.
• The bill helps remove financial barriers that prevent individuals from receiving lifesaving screening.
• By improving access to screening, SB 1309 will help detect lung cancer earlier and improve survival outcomes.


AB 957 (Ortega) - Tobacco-Free Pharmacies- Sponsor 
Tobacco does not belong in pharmacies
• Pharmacies are an important part of our healthcare infrastructure as people utilize them for heath information and medical needs. Selling products at these facilities that kill over 40,000 Californians every year sends the wrong message.
• The long-standing policy statement from the California State Board of Pharmacy states “that pharmacists are health care providers and pharmacies are in the business of improving customer health; therefore, the Board recommends that pharmacies and chain stores that include pharmacies eliminate the sale of tobacco, e-cigarettes and tobacco products, as these products are known to cause cancer, heart disease, lung disease, and other health problems.”

Tobacco Remains the Leading Cause of Preventable Death
• Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable disease and death in the United States.
• Smoking is responsible for approximately one in five deaths nationwide and contributes to multiple cancers and chronic diseases.
• Tobacco products increase the risk of at least 16 different types of cancer.
• Pharmacies are healthcare settings intended to promote health and wellness.
• Selling tobacco products in pharmacies sends a conflicting message to patients about the dangers of tobacco use.
• Tobacco products are often sold next to smoking cessation aids, which can trigger cravings and undermine quit attempts.

How AB 957 Will Help
• AB 957 would prohibit the sale of tobacco products in California pharmacies.
• The bill aligns pharmacies with their role as healthcare providers focused on improving health.
• California would join states like Massachusetts and New York, which have enacted similar policies.



AB 2161 (Bonta) – Medi-Cal Work Requirements Implementation – Support
Protect Access to Medi-Cal Coverage
• Medi-Cal is a critical lifeline that provides access to cancer prevention, early detection, treatment, and survivorship care.
• Coverage disruptions can delay diagnoses, interrupt treatment, and lead to worse health outcomes for patients.
• Maintaining continuous coverage is essential to improving health outcomes and reducing long-term healthcare costs.
Minimize Harm from Work Requirements
• ACS CAN has longstanding concerns with work requirements, as they can create barriers to care and cause eligible individuals to lose coverage due to administrative burdens.
• As federal requirements move forward, California must implement them in a way that minimizes harm and protects access to care.
• It is critical that any implementation does not go beyond federal requirements or create additional barriers for patients.
Reduce Administrative Barriers That Cause Coverage Loss
• Many individuals lose Medi-Cal coverage not because they are ineligible, but due to complex paperwork and reporting requirements.
• Administrative burden disproportionately impacts low-income individuals and those managing serious health conditions.
• AB 2161 includes provisions to streamline processes and reduce unnecessary administrative hurdles.
How AB 2161 Will Help
• Helps limit additional barriers beyond federal requirements
• Reduces administrative burden and complexity for Medi-Cal enrollees
• Supports continuity of coverage for vulnerable populations, including cancer patients
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