
Cancer in American Indian and Alaska Native Communities

 

Cancer Facts and Figures 2025 - 2026

In 2020, about 9.7 million people identified as American Indian and/or Alaska Native (AI/AN), representing
roughly 3% of the U.S. population.  Historical inequities such as limited access to quality care have likely
contributed to AI/AN people having the highest cancer incidence and mortality of any racial or ethnic group, for
cancers of the colorectum, kidney, liver, lung, stomach, and cervix.
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To address these disparities, AI/AN communities continue to advocate for improved health care, self-
governance, and equitable treatment.

Top Cancers Impacting American Indian
and Alaska Native Communities:2

Colorectal Cancer Burden4

1.Prostate
2.Lung
3.Colorectal
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Female

 

Cancer Prevention

Compared to their White
counterparts, AI/AN
individuals are more
likely to be uninsured,
leaving many without
access to care.
Consequently, AI/AN
communities have a
higher prevalence of
many chronic health
conditions than any
other racial or ethnic
group.

Cancer 5-Year Relative Survival 

AI/AN individuals are more
likely to use commercial
tobacco products than any
other racial or ethnic
group in the U.S.  and face
a higher risk of death and
disease from commercial
tobacco products.  Lung
cancer mortality rates are
12% higher overall in
AI/AN populations
compared to White
populations.
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Cancer is generally diagnosed
at a later stage in AI/AN
individuals than in White
individuals. Partly as a result,
5-year relative survival rates
are lower among AI/AN
individuals than among White
individuals for all stages
combined and for most cancer
types.9
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5-year Survival Rate for All Cancers
Combined, AI/AN vs. White, 2015- 202110
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Colorectal Cancer Incidence, Alaska Native,
American Indian, and White, 2023 Alaska Native

communities have
the highest
colorectal cancer
incidence rates in
the world, nearly
twice as high as
American Indian
individuals, who
rank second in the
U.S.
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Health Care Insurance Status, AI/AN Individuals,
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