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Since passage of the health care law in 2010 there have been significant changes in health insurance that have 

protected patients.  Nationally, approximately 30 million Americans have gained health insurance coverage 

through the marketplaces, Medicaid expansion, and young adults being able to stay on their parents’ insurance 

plans.1,2  This fact sheet provides information on how changes to the health care market have directly affected the 

United States. 

Health Insurance Matters  

Research by the American Cancer Society shows that uninsured Americans are less likely to get screened for 
cancer, more likely to have their cancer diagnosed at an advanced stage, and less likely to survive that diagnosis 
than their insured counterparts.3  Thus, having access to comprehensive health insurance coverage is particularly 
important for the 1.7 million Americans who are expected to be diagnosed with cancer in 20174 and the 
estimated 15.5 million Americans who are cancer survivors.5  

Reductions in the Number of Uninsured 

Since 2010, more Americans have enrolled in health insurance coverage, resulting in historically low rates of 
uninsured.  According to the U.S. Census, in 2015 the percentage of uninsured Americans without health 
insurance coverage for the entire year was 9.1 percent,6 compared to 15.5 percent in 2010.7   

More Options in the Marketplace   

As of January 31, 2017, 12.2 million Americans enrolled in a Marketplace insurance plan – 31.3 percent of these 
were new enrollees.  

 10.1 million (82.7 percent) qualified for tax credits;  

 The average monthly tax credit for states using the Healthcare.gov platform was $383; 

 The average cost of premiums after tax credits were applied for states using the Healthcare.gov platform 
was $153;8 

 7 million (58 percent) qualified for plans with reduced cost-sharing.9   

No Lifetime and Annual Limits 

Current federal requirements prohibit all insurance plans from limiting both the lifetime and annual dollar value 
of benefits.10  Before these protections, 105 million Americans – many of them cancer patients and survivors - 
were enrolled in health plans in 2008-2010 that imposed lifetime limits on their health benefits, affecting: 

 27.8 million children; 

 37.8 million adult men; and  

 39.5 million adult women.   

Wider Coverage of Preventive Benefits 

Current federal law provides enhanced coverage of early detection and/or prevention services.  These services 
are crucial to reducing the incidence and impact of cancer in the U.S.  They are also crucial in helping cancer 
survivors remain cancer-free and lead healthy lives.  Between 2013-2015, 138 million Americans were enrolled in 
private coverage that provided preventive services with no cost-sharing, including: 
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 28.5 million children; 

 53.5 million adult men; and 

 55.6 million adult women. 

Additionally, the Prevention and Public Health Fund provides almost 30 percent of all Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention funding.11  Between 2010-2016, the Prevention and Public Health Fund has expended 
almost $6 billion to address chronic diseases, like cancer.12  

No Preexisting Condition Exclusions 

Current federal requirements prohibit health insurance plans from denying coverage to individuals with pre-
existing conditions like cancer.13  It is estimated that in 2015, 52.2 million (27 percent) had a preexisting condition 
that made them unlikely to be able to obtain health insurance coverage in the individual market without this 
protection.14   

Expanded Medicaid Eligibility 

The health care law expanded Medicaid eligibility to all people up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level 
(about $16,394/year for a single adult and $27,821 for a family of three in 2016).15  However, in 2012, the U.S. 
Supreme Court left it up to states to decide whether to implement the Medicaid eligibility expansion.  As 
of January 1, 2017, 19 states have chosen not to expand their Medicaid programs.16  If all states decided to 
expand their Medicaid programs, an additional 7.8 million Americans would benefit – some of whom are 
cancer patients or survivors.17   
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