
Joint statement in opposition to H.R. 2017 
“Common Sense Nutrition Disclosure Act of 2015” 

 
We, the undersigned organizations and researchers, oppose the “Common Sense 
Nutrition Disclosure Act of 2015.”  We do not think that it is common sense to weaken a 
policy that would allow people to make their own, informed choices about how many 
calories to eat at a time when obesity rates are at a record high.  The bill would 
undercut the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) menu labeling regulations and 
undermine congressional intent to provide access to calorie labeling in a broad range of 
chain food service establishments. 
 
The national menu labeling law requires chain restaurants and similar food 
establishments to provide consumers with calorie information for standard food and 
beverage items on menus and menu boards. Studies show that providing nutrition 
information at restaurants can help people make lower calorie choices, and a national 
poll found that 80 percent of Americans support calorie labeling at supermarkets and 
restaurants.  H.R. 2017 would undermine the benefits of the national menu labeling law 
and confuse and mislead consumers. 
 
Pizza chains and other establishments that offer delivery service should post 
calories on their menu boards just like other chain restaurants, as Congress 
intended.  While some consumers use online menus, others use paper menus at home 
or menus and menu boards in a restaurant.  All menus should list calorie so consumers 
can see the information when and where they are deciding what to order. Also, pizza 
chains need only post calories for the standard menu items they list on their menu 
boards — not every possible pizza combination — just as delis, ice cream shops, burrito 
stands, and other chains with variable menu items will do.  Pizza chains in Vermont, 
California, Seattle, and other states/municipalities are already posting calorie 
information on menus—demonstrating it can be done in a reasonable space and at a 
reasonable cost. 
 
It is important for calories to be listed on a menu in a standard format as an item 
is offered for sale.  Without standardization, people will have more difficulty 
understanding and using the nutrition information for menu items.  Posting the total 
calories per menu item enables consumers to more easily compare different types of 
food items, such as nachos, chicken wings, or pizza, and leaves it up to the individual – 
not the restaurant – to determine how many people will share the item. It would be 
deceptive to label muffins, entrees, desserts, and most menu items as multiple servings, 
since items are most often consumed by one person. 

 
The national menu labeling law was a bipartisan compromise supported by public health 
organizations and the restaurant industry, and it built on the momentum of more than 20 
state and local policies.  H.R. 2017 undermines the consensus and compromise worked 
out between a wide diversity of interests to pass the national menu labeling law.  The 
bill would weaken an important tool intended to help Americans make informed food 
choices at a time when obesity and other nutrition-related health problems are at crisis 



levels, adding significant fiscal and public health burdens on the American public, 
businesses, and federal, state, and local budgets. 
 
We ask you to support consumer choice and American’s health and join us in 
opposing H.R. 2017. 
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University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
 

John D. Potter, MD, PhD 
Member and Senior Advisor  
Division of Public Health Sciences 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center  
Professor of Epidemiology 
University of Washington 
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