
 
 

 
 

 

83rd Texas Legislative Session - Priority Issues 
 

Tobacco Control 
 Smoke-Free Legislation: Lead the effort to pass comprehensive smoke-free workplace legislation that 

protects all workers in Texas. 
 Tobacco Control Programs: Increase funding to $3 per capita to expand the state’s comprehensive, 

statewide tobacco prevention and cessation program. 
 

Cancer Research and Prevention Funding 
 Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT): Work to secure $600 million in funding for 

the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas. 
 Texas Breast and Cervical Cancer Program: Advocate for $5.2 million in funding for screening of at-

risk women in Texas.  
 Texas Cancer Registry: Fully fund the registry’s two-year budget. 

 
Ensuring Access to Quality Care 
 Medicaid Coverage: Defend funding and monitor efforts to reform the state Medicaid program, 

which provides access to cancer care for the state’s low-income population. 

 Medicaid Expansion: Work with the legislature and healthcare access coalitions to expand access to 
the Medicaid program.  

 Affordable Care Act: Work with state agencies to support implementation of the federal exchange. 
 

Obesity, Physical Activity, and Nutrition Legislation 
 Physical Exercise and Education Requirements: Work to increase weekly physical education 

requirements and strengthen curriculum for physical education. 

 Obesity Control Program Funding: Support the funding request of the TX Department of Health and 
Human Services for community-based obesity prevention programs. 
 

Youth Tanning Restrictions 
 Support legislation to prohibit use of indoor tanning beds for youth under 18 years of age.  

 

Improving Survivors Quality of Life 
 Support legislation that educates patients and the medical community on the importance of pain 

management. 

For more information, contact: James Gray, Legislative & Government Relations Director, Texas, American Cancer Society Cancer 
Action Network, High Plains Division  Cell 512.350.4152  www.acscan.org/Texas 
 
ACS CAN, the nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate of the American Cancer Society, supports evidence-based policy and 
legislative solutions designed to eliminate cancer as a major health problem. ACS CAN works to encourage elected officials and 
candidates to make cancer a top national priority. ACS CAN gives ordinary people extraordinary power to fight cancer with the 
training and tools they need to make their voices heard. For more information, visit acscan.org 

http://www.acscan.org/Texas

