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Striking COVID-19 Racial Disparities



Racial Health Disparities only Worsening 



Health Inequity is Rooted in Racism

The social determinants of health are the 
conditions in which people are born, grow, 
live, work and age. These circumstances 
are shaped by the distribution of money, 
power and resources at global, national 
and local levels. The social determinants of 
health are mostly responsible for health 
inequities - the unfair and avoidable 
differences in health status seen within and 
between countries.

World Health Organization (WHO)



Medicaid is a Crucial Institution
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Reduces
Racial 
Inequity



Medicaid Access is Unequal
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Centering the People who Rely on Medicaid
“Medicaid expansion saved the lives of so many of my friends...And it was really 
easy for me to get tested for COVID-19” --Sara

“Medicaid saved my husband’s life, actually. He was only eligible for it at the time 
because I was pregnant & in Illinois the father is automatically covered too. Covered 
the $40k cost of his chemo twice, first under regular Medicaid & then due to a 
Medicaid expansion...” Helena

“Medicaid saved me when I had breast cancer...” Julie

“Insuring millions of Black [people] and expanding Medicaid has saved the lives of 
several of my clients who were just like me... Addicted, Black, & written off to die...” 
Melissa
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COVID-19, Cancer, and Health Equity

• Data suggest that reductions in breast and colon cancer screenings were greater than 80% in 
March and April 2020

• Delays in screening, early detection and diagnosis, and disruptions in cancer treatment are 
estimated to result in 10,000+ deaths from breast and colon cancers alone

• Broad psychosocial effects on cancer survivors and caregivers

• COVID-19 has highlighted health inequities and the factors that contribute to a higher burden of 
other diseases, like cancer (access to care, social determinants of health)

www.cdc.gov



Cancer and 
Health Equity

Cancer 
risk and 

outcomes 
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Community and Social Context
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Individual 
behaviors

Genetics and 
Biology

Siegel RL. CA Cancer J Clin, 2020.



Having health insurance 
is one of the strongest 
indicators of cancer 
outcomes 

Ward E, CA Cancer J Clin 2008.



Pre-ACA and post-ACA periods
• Percent uninsured among nonelderly patients with newly diagnosed cancer declined substantially 

after the ACA, especially among low-income people who resided in Medicaid expansion states

• A trend toward early-stage diagnosis for select cancers in expansion states also found



Diminished (or eliminated) disparities in % uninsured cancer patients by 
race/ethnicity, poverty, and rurality in Medicaid expansion states 
following the ACA

Han X, JAMA Oncol 2018



Cancer and Health Equity Research at the American Cancer Society

Cancer 
risk and 

outcomes 
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Understanding the 
cancer landscape

Examining the 
contributions of 

various factors on 
that landscape

Changing policy 
and practice
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Feelings about Medicaid
Results from a new survey by PerryUndem/Betty & Smith

Eight in ten (84%) think it is “very 
important” to have health coverage right 
now (during COVID-19).

84% 73%

76% 63% 81%

Before any description of the program, 73% 
feel positively about Medicaid (including 
23% who feel very positive).

After a description, 60% say Medicaid is 
“very important” and another 32% say it is 
“somewhat important.”

Initially, 76% support their state raising the 
income limits so more low-income people 
can qualify, including 50% who “strongly 
support.” After messages, this jumps to 82% 
support (56% strongly).

More than 6 in 10 (63%) feel that non-
expansion states should raise their income 
limits, while only 17% think they should keep 
their lower limits.

When asked about the economic downturn, and the 
potential decision to reduce the number of 
Medicaid enrollees to save money in state budgets, 
a large majority oppose this idea (81% oppose, 
46% strongly oppose).

92%

PRELIMINARY



Best Medicaid Messages to Use Now
Results from a new survey by PerryUndem/Betty & Smith

Cancer

COVID-19

Most Vulnerable

Millions of Americans have cancer. For many of them, Medicaid makes it possible for them to get the care they need to fight 
their disease. Medicaid covers cancer screenings, diagnostic tests, treatments, surgeries, prescription medications, and 
follow up care. Medicaid provides cancer patients the best chance to fight and survive the disease. (66% very important/26% 
somewhat important reason to support the Medicaid program).

Medicaid covers lifesaving treatment and care for some of our most vulnerable citizens like children and 
pregnant women. It pays for nursing home care for low-income seniors. And it helps people with disabilities 
remain in their homes and communities, and have more control over their lives. (66% very important/25% 
somewhat important reason to support the Medicaid program).

Millions of Americans have lost jobs since COVID-19 hit. During these tough economic times, paying for basic health care can 
be out of reach. Health insurance through Medicaid can help people get the care they need, while protecting their families 
from big medical bills. (64% very important/26% somewhat important reason to support the Medicaid program).

The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are going to be felt in our communities for years to come. Many small businesses 
will remain closed once this crisis is over. Experts predict that lay-offs will continue and millions of jobs will not come back. 
In this time of economic distress, it is important that millions of struggling Americans who have lost jobs through no fault of 
their own can get affordable health care through Medicaid. (63% very important/26% somewhat important reason to support 
the Medicaid program).

PRELIMINARY



Equity and Medicaid
Results from a new survey by PerryUndem/Betty & Smith

Half of voters (51%) think racism/ discrimination 
is getting worse in America. Another 30% think 
it’s staying the same, while only 19% think it’s 
getting better.

51% 46%

60% 81% 46%

Nearly half (46%) think racism plays a 
major role in a person’s health and well-
being, with another 27% who think it plays 
a minor role.

More than 4 in 10 feel that being Black (46%), 
Latinx (43%), or living in a rural area (41%) can 
mean you face major barriers to getting health 
insurance and quality care.

Six in 10 (60%) agree that “systemic racism and 
discrimination makes it harder for people of 
color to access health care, see doctors 
regularly, receive preventive services, and treat 
serious health conditions.” 

Think the following message is an important reason 
to support Medicaid: “There is strong evidence in 
America today that discrimination due to person’s 
race and color of their skin can limit their ability to 
be healthy and get care when they are sick. It is part 
of the reason that Black Americans are still 1.5 times 
more likely to be uninsured than white people. 
Medicaid helps address discrimination by evening 
the playing field, helping more people get health 
insurance coverage and the care they need to be 
healthy and productive.”

Almost half (46%) think Medicaid can help 
address health coverage inequities caused by 
racism/ discrimination, while 28% are not sure. 
Only 26% think it won’t help address these 
problems.

4 in 10

PRELIMINARY



Thank you!
Visit MedicaidCoversUS.org/covid to learn more.
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