The National Breast & Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program
Providing Cancer Screenings to Low-Income Women
Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening2

Breast and Cervical Cancer in the U.S.

•
•

In 2018, an estimated 266,120 women in the U.S. will
be diagnosed with breast cancer, and 40,920 will die
from the disease. Additionally, an estimated 13,240
women will be diagnosed with cervical cancer, and
4,170 will die from the disease.1
Cancers that are found at an early stage are easier to
treat and lead to greater survival.2
Uninsured and underinsured women have lower
screening rates, resulting in a greater risk of being
diagnosed at a later, more advanced stage of disease.2
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The National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP)
NBCCEDP – a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) program – provides low-income, uninsured, and
underinsured women access to breast and cervical cancer screenings and diagnostic services, including mammograms,
pap tests, and diagnostic testing if abnormal results are found.
• Women with incomes below 250 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) (below $30,350) are eligible for the
program at ages 21-64 for cervical cancer screening and ages 40-64 for breast cancer screening.
• Since the program’s inception in 1991, NBCCEDP has provided over 12.7 million screening exams to more than
5.3 million women, detecting over 63,200 invasive breast cancers, over 4,300 invasive cervical cancers, and
nearly 200,000 premalignant cervical lesions.3
• In program year 2016 alone, NBCCEDP provided breast cancer screening and diagnostic services to over 290,000
women and diagnosed over 2,600 breast cancers. The program also provided cervical cancer screening and
diagnostic services to over 140,000 women and diagnosed over 170 invasive cervical cancers and nearly 6,000
precancerous lesions.3

Need for Adequate Funding for this Lifesaving Program
The NBCCEDP can only service one in ten eligible women because of a lack of funding.3 Ensuring adequate funding for
the NBCCEDP will preserve a critical safety net for American women who continue to lack access to lifesaving screening,
diagnostic, and treatment services for breast and cervical cancers.

Thousands of American women count on the NBCCEDP for
lifesaving cancer screenings and diagnostic services.
Call to Action
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is committed to ensuring that all women have the
opportunity to receive lifesaving cancer screenings and services. We urge Congress to support improved federal funding
for the NBCCEDP which is vital to the health and wellbeing of American women.
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